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CITY OF LONGMONT | Historic Preservation Commission  
 

LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DESIGNATION REQUEST 
 

917 4th Avenue 

Schey House 

February 4, 2021 

 

APPLICATION INFORMATION 

Type of application: Request for designation as local historic landmark 

Property owner:  Neil & Cynthia Piller 

Phone / email:  neil.piller@spawlaw.com; 303-772-5881 

Contact person:  Same as above. 

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Name of home:  The Schey House 

Address of site:  917 4th Avenue 

Legal description: Lot 1, Block 60, Replat C, Original Town of Longmont City of Longmont, Colorado 

(Boulder County)  

Existing use:  Single-family dwelling 

Proposed use:  Single-family dwelling 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The property owner has requested designation of the house located at 917 4th Avenue in Longmont, which is 

a contributing property to the Historic West Side District. The Schey family was significant to Longmont’s 

history.  

The house was built in 1912 by Theordore Schey, whose father was Solomon Schey, one of the early residents 

of Longmont in 1882. Solomon Schey established Schey’s Clothing Store on Main Street. His eldest son Jacob 

served as Longmont’s City Attorney in 1907. The Schey family is also important to Longmont’s Jewish history. 

The second-floor addition of the house was added later in the 1930s when relatives trying to escape the 

Holocaust needed refuge.  
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The applicant believes the home qualifies for designation by meeting review criteria under numbers 1, 3, and 

4 of LMC Section 2.56.050. There is a historic building inventory for the property, and it is included as an 

attachment.  The applicant also provided current and historic photos. 

The applicant identified meeting review criteria under numbers 1, 3 and 4 of LMC Section 2.56.050. Staff 

identified the following:  

CRITERIA REVIEW FOR DESIGNATION OF LANDMARKS (LMC SECTION 2.56.050)  

A. The council may designate a landmark with the consent of the owner if it is at least fifty years old, 

or is determined to have exceptional historic value, and meets one or more of the criteria listed 

below.  

1. The Landmark or Historic District has character, interest, or value as part of the development, or 

the cultural, artistic, social, ethnic, economic, political, technological or institutional heritage, of 

Longmont, Boulder County, Weld County, the state of Colorado, or the United States. 

The home is associated with the early development of Longmont. The Schey family is an integral part 

of Longmont’s Jewish history.  

2. It includes the site of a significant historic event. 

3. It is identified with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the development, or the 

cultural, artistic, social, ethnic, economic, political, technological or institutional heritage of 

Longmont, Boulder County, Weld County, the state of Colorado, or the United States. 

The home is associated with a notable individual / family (see criteria 1).  

4. It portrays a historic era characterized by a distinctive architectural style. 

 The home is a classic craftsman bungalow.  

5. It is identified as the work of an architect or master builder whose individual work has influenced 

the development of Longmont, Boulder County, Weld County, the state of Colorado or the United 

States. 

6. It embodies elements of architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship that represent a 

significant architectural innovation. 

7. For an application with the owner's consent, its unique location or singular physical characteristics 

represent an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community, or the City 

of Longmont. 

8. The site is geographically or regionally important. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE AND POSTING 

The property was posted with a public hearing sign and a notice was provided in the newspaper. Staff has not 
received any inquiries to date on this proposal. 
 



  

385 KIMBARK STREET |  LONGMONT, COLORADO 80501  |  T 303-651-8330  |  longmontcolorado.gov 

COMMISSION OPTIONS 

The Commission will hold a public hearing on this matter and make a recommendation to the City Council 

regarding the request to designate this property as a local historic landmark. 

The following options are presented for consideration by the Historic Preservation Commission:  

1. Recommend that the property be designated as a local historic landmark. 

2. Recommend that the property not be designated as a local historic landmark. 

3. Defer action on the request based on the need for additional information. 

 

For either option 1 or 2, the Commission should base its recommendation on the review criteria for designation 

of landmarks. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission consider option 1 for designation of the property located at 917 4th 

Avenue, known as the Schey House as a local historic landmark. The property appears to be eligible for 

designation as a local historic landmark under criteria 1, 3, and 4.  

The Historic Building Inventory Record was completed in 1986 as part of an inventory on the West Side. Staff 

might also recommend having an updated and more detailed cultural resource survey recorded in the future.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Designation application and review criteria with historic and current photos 

Historic Building Inventory  
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